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We are excited that you have chosen our nursery provision and we are looking forward to getting to know you 

and your child in the coming months. Starting a new nursery can be a rather daunting experience and we hope 

that the information provided in this prospectus will help make your entry into Ashbourne Primary School 

Nursery as smooth as possible. 

 
At Ashbourne Primary School Nursery we strongly believe in creating a positive partnership with our families. 

Please ask us about any worries you or your child may have, however small they may seem. You can let us 

know if you have any queries or questions at any time. In this booklet we have included some important 

information about starting in Nursery which you might like to keep for reference. 

 
We are an inclusive nursery where every child matters. We meet the individual needs of both children and parents, 

enabling all children to reach their full potential. Children in Nursery and Reception spend lots of time learning 

together, especial ly in our outdoor area, with differentiated activities for the children. This way of working 

makes the transition into school for our Nursery children seamless. 

 
The children at Ashbourne Primary School Nursery have free-flow access to both indoor and outdoor areas, 

which provide learning and social opportunities for all children to learn in a happy, safe, calm and secure 

environment. We provide high quality and enjoyable learning experiences for our children, which create strong 

and lasting foundations for their future. 

 
We look forward to working with you and your child to make the time spent in at Ashbourne Primary School 

Nursery both happy and rewarding. 
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Nurturing Aspiration through happy, creative learning Our 

school aims are centred on the word PRAISE 

Perseverance - keep on going when the going gets tough 

Respect one another, your school and your own education 

Attention - manage your distractions, keep focused 

Independence - encouraged to have a go and try for ourselves 

Self-motivated - work hard, not a second wasted 

Explain your learning and show your progress. 
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The wearing of a uniform is compulsory at Ashbourne Primary School Nursery. We work indoors and outdoors all 

day long, in all weather, so suitable footwear and coats are also essential. Small children often take items of clothing 

off and leave them on the floor! Please make sure all of your child’s clothing is clearly labelled with their name. 
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The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum is play-orientated and based on the premise 

that children learn from the first-hand experience. It is a foundation for the child’s future learning and 

development. 

 
At Ashbourne Primary School Nursery, we provide a curriculum that is enriching, broad and 

balanced to prepare children for their future school life and beyond. We plan a range of play experiences 

in response to the children’s interests to help children to progress in each of these areas of learning. 

Our Nursery provision is carefully planned to ensure that your child has access to a wide range of 

experiences to support their development. Our Nursery curriculum is balanced and structured and 

ensures that all children whatever their culture, religion, gender or ability, have equal access to all 

areas of learning, through every day play activities and child initiated learning. 

There are opportunities to create pictures, make marks, be arty, play games, complete jigsaws, build 

train tracks, look at books, role-play, create small world play, to construct, to explore, to climb, to ride, 

to play and complete activities with adults and many more opportunities, too many to list! The 

planning of daily activities is partly adult led and partly child led to provide a balance to cover the whole 

Early Years curriculum. We offer a free flow system whereby the children can choose to play inside 

or outside. Outdoor learning is as important as indoor learning and the children are allowed free 

access to our outside area for much of the session times- whatever the weather! The outdoor area is 

carefully planned to promote learning in all areas, particularly physical development. 
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The Early Years Curriculum consists of seven learning areas. They are split as follows: 
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The home is the most important place of learning for young children so there is lots you can do to 

support their education and to prepare them for their time in nursery: 

 
Share stories, songs and nursery rhymes with your child. 

Spend lots of time talking to your child about the world around them. 

Talk to your child about what they are doing and listen carefully to what they tell you Encourage 

your child to ask and answer questions 

Count everyday objects as you go about your normal routines e.g. stairs, cups, fingers. 

Look for and name shapes inside and outside. 

Talk about and involve your child in everyday tasks such as washing up, shopping etc. 

Help your child to become more independent in going to the toilet themselves – unfortunately we 

do not have changing facilities available in our Nursery setting 

Show your child how to wash and dry their hands themselves 

Encourage independence by teaching your child to put on and off shoes, coats and jumpers 

themselves 

Avoid clothes and shoes with tricky fastenings. Velcro is best for Nursery.  

Encourage your child to drink from a cup and independently eat a snack 
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We offer both morning and afternoon classes for 3 and 4 year olds. Children can start the term after they 

turn 3 years old. 

Our session times are: 

 

Morning session: 8:45 - 11:45 (3 hours) 

Afternoon session: 12:15 - 3:15 (3 hours) 

Full day 8:45 - 3:15 (6.5 hours) 

 

We also offer wrap-around care: 

                       Morning club: 7:30 - 8:45 - £5 including breakfast 

                                                After school club: 3:15 - 4:30pm £8 

                                              After school club: 3:15 - 5:45 - £10 including snack 

                                    All booked and paid for on Arbor 

 

                                                                                           Additional costs are: 

                       £6 per additional hour above any 15/30 hours funded sessions (full time places are 32.5 hours) 

                                                    £14 per full session (3 hours) 

                                                School Lunch: £3 (you are also welcome to provide a packed lunch if you prefer)  

                                                                              

We politely ask that your sessions and wrapround care are set for 1 term. If you wish to change, please 

speak to a member of staff. 
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Children in Nursery have a snack in the morning and in the afternoon. Children 

are provided with one piece of fruit or vegetable every day as part of the National 

Fruit Scheme, to support healthy eating. If your child is staying all day, please send 

in an additional piece of fruit or vegetable for your child. 

 
Nursery children will eat their lunch together. Nursery children can choose to 

bring a packed lunch or pay for a school dinner. We ask politely that children 

choose to be packed lunches or school dinners and do not swap between them 

throughout the week. Please give the school office a week’s notice if you would 

like swap. Children are encouraged to eat as much as they can. If your child 

experiences problems at lunchtime, we will let you know. 
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The children in our Nursery have a separate play area to the rest of the school 

as we want them to feel safe and secure. Many aspects of the Early Years 

Foundation Stage Curriculum are delivered outside and the children will spend 

time outside every day. Children are able to develop skills across all areas in 

both the indoor and outdoor environment. 
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Working with parents/carers is a central aspect of all we do at Nursery. Parents/carers 

know their children, and when parents and practitioners work together in Early Years 

settings, the results have a positive impact on children’s development and learning. At 

Ashbourne Primary School Nursery, we recognise that warm, trusting relationships, with 

knowledgeable adults, support children’s learning more effectively than any number of 

resources. You are welcome to discuss your child’s progress with Nursery staff at any 

time. In addition, we hold parent/teacher consultations for parents/carers in the Autumn 

and Spring Terms. This provides parents/carers with an opportunity to meet with their 

child’s key worker. 

Parents/carers will also receive a written end of year report of their child’s progress. 
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We place a strong emphasis on good attendance even though nursery is non- 

statutory. We believe it fosters good habits and routines and prepares them well 

for school. It is important that your child attends regularly to support their learning 

and development. 

 
What should I do if my child is ill? 

We would appreciate it if we could be informed of any illness or reason for non- 

attendance before 8.45am on the first day of absence. If your child needs to be 

given medicine at school, a parent or responsible adult must visit the school 

office and fill in a form. An adult must then bring and collect the medicine each 

day. Children are not allowed to bring their own medication. If your child 

becomes ill at school we will contact you by telephone. Please ensure that we 

always have up to date contact numbers. 

Please let us know if your child is going to be absent for appointments or holidays. 
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