3/4C and 3/4EA Curriculum Newsletter to Parents
Autumn Term 1 2024
Whole school topic: Wellbeing
Year 3/4 topic: Invaders and
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Mrs Adams, Mrs Emberley and Mr Clark


Dear Parents/Carers,
Our main topic area this term is called ‘Invaders and Settlers!’ and most of our other subject areas will be based around this topic. We will also be focusing on ‘Wellbeing’ as this is our whole school topic. We hope this leaflet is useful to show you what your child will be learning in school and the kinds of activities you could do at home to support their learning at home. Please listen to your child read at least five times a week, practise for our weekly spellings in readiness for weekly spelling tests on Fridays. Please do not hesitate to get in touch if there is anything else you would like to know about the curriculum or how to support your child’s learning at home. 
Mrs Emberley, Mrs Adams and Mr Clark  
	Dates for your diary
· 10th September – Class/sibling photographs
· 9th October – Poetry Festival
· 14th October – DT Week
· 24th October – Gymnastics Festival
	Topic Money 
We ask for a contributions of £1 Topic money per week. It’s a great help -thank you!   

	Home Learning
· Please read 5 times a week at home. 
· Weekly spelling test will be on Fridays. The spellings for the half-term will be sent home to be practised weekly.
· Times Table Rockstars – All children will have a login in the front of their reading record. We will celebrate achievements. 





	Science 

In this unit of learning we will investigate animals including humans. Children will be introduced to the main body parts associated with the digestive system and how they have special functions. Children will also explore different types of teeth. Children will investigate teeth and what causes decay and look closely at food chains/webs.

At home you could talk about how to look after teeth and discuss what snacks and drinks cause tooth decay. 
	PSHE

This half term we will be learning about physical and mental wellbeing as well as dental health. We will be looking at what physical and mental health means and the benefits of being active. Children will also consider what the risks of an inactive lifestyle are. 
RE

We will be learning about ‘Why the bible is so important for Christians today’. We will be learning about the importance of holy books, understanding how stories are used and the importance of Adam and Eve in the bible. 


	Computing

During this unit children will be learning about the internet. They will learn about how networks physically connect to others and recognise how networked devices make up the internet. They will discover how websites can be shared. 
 
	PE

Our Real PE unit this half-term is ‘Personal’. During this unit, we will be working outdoors developing a range of different physical skills linked to our personal fitness. Every Thursday, Year 3 will participate in swimming lessons at Ashbourne Leisure Centre. Year 4 will be focusing on Gymnastics preparing a routine for the Gymnastics festival.

Please ensure PE kits are in school all week with labelled items of clothing.

PE days:
Thursday (indoor) and Friday (outdoor).

	English

We will start the term following the Grammarsaurus scheme of work. This scheme is designed to establish fundamental skills of English, including punctuation and grammar. Our narrative text this term is ‘Beowulf’ – the Usborne Young Reading version. We will be using the book as a stimulus to develop our writing skills before writing our own Invaders and Settlers adventure story! 

At home, children could practise writing their own imaginative stories at length.

Please read at least five times weekly and sign reading records.

	Numeracy

This term we will be practising and applying skills related to place value, mental addition and subtraction alongside written addition and subtraction. The children will secure their understanding of 4-digit numbers and will develop an understanding of 5-digit + numbers. They will be able to apply this understanding when solving a range of problems.

Please practise times tables weekly and use Times Table Rockstars regularly.

	DT
During DT Week, children will be designing and making their own Viking longboat. Children will follow the stages of Exploring, Planning, Creating and Evaluating.
	 History 

Our topic this half term is ‘Invaders and Settlers’ which will be focused on the Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. We will be learning about many aspects of these peoples life such as where they came from, where and why they invaded and where they settled.  

At home, you could discuss how life has changed in recent History for example since when you were a child to now. 
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